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there seems to have  been  some intelligent control
in fiscal matters.   A regular procedure was pres-
cribed for the check and control of treasury pay-
ments.    Heavy  trade  duties   and    transit   dues,
previously levied, were abolished.    Among darker
traits in the Sultan's character several instances of
torture and cruel punishments are mentioned.   On
the other hand, adequate arrangements were made
for the    administration of justice.   The   Sultan
personally sat in open court to hear suitors   on
Mondays and  Fridays ; on other days he   heard
petitions after the afternoon prayers.    He had also
five judges of appeal  sitting simultaneously, with
an appeal to him in the last report.

Delhi suffered greatly in population on account
of the unsuccessful attempt to transfer the capital
to Daulatabad in the Deccan. "There were not
wanting men who raised their voices against the
arbitrary acts of the sovereign. One of the lead-
ing Shaikhs,Shihabuddin Kfaomsani, declined to take
office under ** a tyrant," He was subjected to many
indignities and tortures, and was asked at least to
withdraw the word ** tyrant9*. On his refusing to
do so, he was beheaded. The court, including Ib0
Batuta, generally seem to have sympathised with
him. For this sympathy Ibn Batuta incurred the
Sultan's wrath, renounced his office, and took to
The Sultan more than onee tried to

conciliate him, and   finally   appointed  him
ambassador to China in 1342.